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Libya has been a country of proliferation concern and attention by the United States for many years. Since the beginning
of the crisis in Libya this year, the United States has focused on the potential that increased insecurity on the ground

could increase proliferation risks, including with the country’s remaining stockpiles of uranium, chemical agents, and
conventional weapons. We have remained intensely focused on preventing proliferation as the crisis has evolved.
Monitoring relevant facilities and supporting Libya’s efforts to secure those arms and materials have been and remain key

priorities.
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The United States has stressed the importance of securing these materials and arms stockpiles and has taken action to

prevent their proliferation. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, Assistant Secretary Jeffrey Feltman, Ambassador

Gene Cretz, and Special Representative Chris Stevens have raised these issues with Libya’s Transitional National

Council (TNC), which has made clear that it recognizes the importance of securing all proliferation-sensitive materials = SUBSCRIBE TO UPDATES

and weapons.

Libya is a state-party to nonproliferation agreements, including the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, the Chemical
Weapons Convention, and the Biological Weapons Convention. We welcome the assurances that we have received from
the TNC that Libya will meet all of its international commitments. The United States is supporting Libya in upholding these
obligations and stands ready to assist in securing or safely eliminating materials and arms that pose proliferation risks.

Nuclear-Related Sites

o All sensitive elements of Libya’s nuclear program, including those received from the A.Q. Khan network, were
removed in early 2004.

e Libya’'s remaining inventory of highly enriched uranium was completely removed as of December 2009, marking the
end of a five-year effort to convert the research reactor at the Tajura nuclear research center to run on low enriched
uranium fuel. Nevertheless, we continue to closely monitor the facility.

« We also continue to monitor Libya’s stockpile of uranium yellowcake. This material would need to go through an
extensive industrial process, including enrichment, before it could be used in building a bomb. Such processes do
not exist in Libya.

Chemical Agents
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o All of Libya’s remaining chemical stocks — 11.3 metric tons of mustard agent and 845 metric tons of chemical
precursors — are located together in non weapons-useable form in a remote area far removed from the fighting,
inside steel containers placed within bunkers accountable to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW). Based on all our current information, we assess that this facility is secure.

o These extremely hazardous materials are in a bulk form, and require a high-level of expertise, sophistication, and
proper equipment in order to utilize the bulk agent in a usable weapon. We continue to monitor these materials.

e The Qadhafi regime destroyed the aerial bombs manufactured to deliver its chemical weapons in 2004 under the
supervision of international inspectors from the Chemical Weapons Convention implementing organization, the
OPCW.

Ballistic Missiles/Scuds

o Prior to the crisis, Libya had an estimated force of 400 aging Scud ballistic missiles, a majority of which are
assessed not to be operational.

e These missiles have a limited range of 300 kilometers.
Conventional Weapons

« Since the beginning of the crisis, we have been actively engaged with our allies and partners to help prevent the
proliferation of Libya’s conventional weapons. Our main concern is Libya’s inventory of shoulder-fired anti-aircraft
missiles, also known as Man-Portable Air-Defense Systems (MANPADS).

e The United States is working with NATO to provide all known locations of such weapons so that the TNC can
secure and eventually dispose of these weapons.

e The United States is providing $3 million in support to two NGOs, MAG International and the Swiss Foundation for
Demining to recruit and train staff local explosive ordnance disposal teams. The teams have been operating in the
east since May, but will move to areas in western Libya as the security situation improves. These teams also are
providing assistance and guidance to the TNC in the routine recovery of potentially unstable munitions and
classifying these for safe storage or destruction. To date teams have cleared over 450,000 square meters of land
and destroyed over 5.8 tons of munitions, including five MANPADS.

o The State Department-led MANPADS Task Force has led two teams of experts to the region where they consulted
with Libya’s neighbors over ways to counter possible proliferation of MANPADS and conventional weapons. The
inter-agency teams visited Mauritania, Egypt, Algeria, Tunisia, Mali, Morocco, Niger, and Chad.

o The State Department and other international actors have emphasized to the Transitional National Council that the
Libya’s future leaders must effectively secure MANPADS and other conventional weapons. In early August, State

Department experts met with TNC representatives in Malta to convey concerns over potential MANPADS
proliferation.

PRN: 2011/1373

[l Back to Top

What's New | FAQ | Contact Us | Subject Index | Search | USA.gov | Mobile | Email this Page
External Link Policy | Privacy Policy | FOIA | Copyright Information | White House | Other U.S. Government Info | Archive

Media Center Travel Business Secretary Clinton About State
Public Schedule Passports Business Support: Frequently Remarks Mission Statement
Daily Press Briefings Visas Asked Questions (FAQ) Travel QDDR

Press Releases & Special Travel Information Global Partnership Initiative Photos Organization Chart

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2011/08/171101.htm[8/26/2011 5:18:59 PM]


http://www.state.gov/media
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/appt/2011/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/dpb/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/travel
http://travel.state.gov/passport/passport_1738.html
http://travel.state.gov/visa/visa_1750.html
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis_pa_tw_1168.html
http://www.state.gov/business
http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/cba/faq/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/cba/faq/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/s/partnerships/
http://www.state.gov/secretary
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/trvl/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/pix/c27657.htm
http://www.state.gov/aboutstate
http://www.state.gov/s/d/rm/index.htm#mission
http://www.state.gov/s/dmr/qddr/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/rls/dos/99494.htm
http://www.state.gov/whats_new
http://contact-us.state.gov/cgi-bin/state.cfg/php/enduser/std_alp.php
http://contact-us.state.gov/cgi-bin/state.cfg/php/enduser/std_alp.php
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/subject/index.htm
http://search.state.gov/search
http://www.usa.gov/
http://m.state.gov/
mailto:?body=I thought you might be interested in the following information: http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2011/08/171101.htm&subject=Interesting Information from the U.S. State Department
http://www.state.gov/misc/152386.htm
http://www.state.gov/misc/415.htm
http://www.state.gov/m/a/ips/
http://www.state.gov/misc/87529.htm#copyright
http://www.whitehouse.gov/
http://www.state.gov/misc/60289.htm
http://2001-2009.state.gov/

Libya: Securing Stockpiles Promotes Security

Briefings

Remarks, Testimony by Senior
Officials

Reports and Publications
International Media Engagement
Foreign Press Center

Photo Gallery

Video

Email Subscriptions

RSS News Feeds

More...

Emergency Services
Intercountry Adoption
Parental Child Abduction
Foreign Per Diem Rates

More...

Careers

Foreign Service Officer

Civil Service Officer

Foreign Service Specialist
Civilian Response Corps
International Organizations
Student Programs

USAJobs: Working for America

More...

Commercial and Business Affairs
Office

Key Officers of Foreign Service
Posts

Trade Policy and Programs
Country Commercial Guides
Defense Trade Controls

Small and Disadvantaged
Business Utilization

Guide To Doing Business
Recovery and Reinvestment Act

FY2010 Service Contract
Inventory Summary and Detail
Report

More...

Biography

More...

Youth and Education
Student Website
Diplomatic History

Office of Overseas Schools
Exchange Visitor Program
Fulbright Program

Student Career Programs
Youth Exchange Programs
U.S. Diplomacy Center
Intercountry Adoption
Parental Child Abduction

More...

The Office of Electronic Information, Bureau of Public Affairs, manages this site as a portal for information from the U.S. State Department.

External links to other Internet sites should not be construed as an endorsement of the views or privacy policies contained therein.

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2011/08/171101.htm[8/26/2011 5:18:59 PM]

Budget
Rules and Info Collection

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton

Senior Officials

Special Envoys and Special
Representatives

Alphabetical List of Bureaus and
Offices

Advisory Groups

Biographies

Plans, Performance, Budgets
Open Government Initiative

No FEAR Act

Inspector General Hotline

U.S. Embassies and Other Posts

U.S. Mission to the United
Nations

More...


http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/speeches/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/speeches/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/rls/dos/221.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ime/index.htm
http://fpc.state.gov/
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/pix/index.htm
http://video.state.gov/
http://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USSTATEBPA
http://www.state.gov/misc/echannels/66791.htm
http://www.state.gov/media/
http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/emergencies/emergencies_1212.html
http://www.adoption.state.gov/
http://travel.state.gov/abduction/abduction_580.html
http://aoprals.state.gov/content.asp?content_id=184&menu_id=78
http://www.state.gov/travel/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/careers
http://careers.state.gov/officer/index.html
http://careers.state.gov/civil-service/index.html
http://careers.state.gov/specialist/index.html
http://www.civilianresponsecorps.gov/
http://intlorganizationjobs.state.gov/iva/default.aspx
http://careers.state.gov/students/
http://www.usajobs.gov/
http://www.state.gov/careers
http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/cba/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/cba/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/111812.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/111812.pdf
http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/tpp/index.htm
http://www.buyusainfo.net/adsearch.cfm?search_type=int&loadnav=no
http://www.pmddtc.state.gov/
http://www.state.gov/m/a/sdbu/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/m/a/sdbu/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/misc/59422.htm
http://www.state.gov/recovery/index.htm
http://csm.state.gov/content.asp?content_id=135&menu_id=71
http://csm.state.gov/content.asp?content_id=135&menu_id=71
http://csm.state.gov/content.asp?content_id=135&menu_id=71
http://www.state.gov/business/
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/115321.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/youthandeducation
http://future.state.gov/
http://history.state.gov/
http://www.state.gov/m/a/os/
http://j1visa.state.gov/
http://fulbright.state.gov/
http://careers.state.gov/students/
http://exchanges.state.gov/youth/index.html
http://diplomacy.state.gov/
http://www.adoption.state.gov/
http://travel.state.gov/abduction/abduction_580.html
http://www.state.gov/youthandeducation/
http://www.state.gov/s/d/rm/c6112.htm
http://www.state.gov/m/a/dir/rulemaking/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/misc/19232.htm
http://www.state.gov/misc/129676.htm
http://www.state.gov/misc/129676.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/rls/dos/1718.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/rls/dos/1718.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/rls/dos/160060.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/s/d/rm/c6113.htm
http://www.state.gov/open/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/s/ocr/c11528.htm
http://oig.state.gov/hotline/
http://www.usembassy.gov/
http://www.usun.state.gov/
http://www.usun.state.gov/
http://www.state.gov/aboutstate/

	state.gov
	Libya: Securing Stockpiles Promotes Security


	MvMjAxMS8wOC8xNzExMDEuaHRtAA==: 
	gs: 
	q: Enter keyword here
	search-button: 




